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What is CLIL?

 The term CLIL was coined by 

David Marsh, Finland (1994): 

"CLIL refers to situations where 

subjects, or parts of subjects, are 

taught through a foreign 

language with dual-focused 

aims, namely the learning of 

content and the simultaneous 

learning of a foreign language."



CLIL is:

 a continuum of educational approaches devoted to two main 

components – language and content

 referred to as dual-focused education as lessons have two main aims, 

one related to particular subject or topic and one linked to language. 

(The British Council page)

 neither ‘translation’ of first language teaching into another language, 

nor ‘disguised’ systematic grammar.



CLIL

Soft Hard 

There are two kinds of 



CLIL is important!

• The usage of this technology in multilingual groups is the most 

appropriate.

• Helps to implement the state policy on trilingual.



A successful CLIL lesson should

combine elements of the following
(the 4Cs):



How Bloom’s Taxonomy helps 

teachers



To start with….

Let’s start with planning:

 You are an English  teacher not a Science teacher. You aren’t expected to teach 
Science  When you teach science in English, planning is key! When you are 
planning, ask yourself:

• What science topic am I covering?

• Choose the target language 

• Choose a grammar structure to focus on 

• Choose a reading text 

• Create graphic organize for your students 

• Let students use the information creatively 



What Language is needed?

 What type of questions do we ask?

 What kind of answers do we expect?

 How long do we give students before expecting answer?



Working with the CLIL – pyramid 

Teachers’ role 

 Help students to gain the 
language needed to manipulate 
content from  other subjects.

 Reinforce the acquisition of 
content.

 Through teachers’ Help 
students will develop learning 
skills.

 Teachers provide students 
with the vocabulary, 
terminology and texts of other 
subjects.

Students’role
 Using a new language to 

communicate.

 Getting used to a new way of learning.

 Cooperating with their classmates.

 Using the new language to study 
contents.

 Improving their Reading, listening, 
writing and speaking skills.



Principles   and  objectives 

 Learning is active whenever is possible.

 Materials and communication are authentic. 

 Close collaboration between teachers is 
important.

 Learning needs to be scaffolded and 

 supported.

 Language is used to learn as well as to 

 communicate.

 Subjects determine the language needed to 

learn.

 Placing equal emphasis on content learning 

and language learning.



Using all four skills

It is important to use all four skills when learning science in English. To help your learners, you 

should provide an opportunity in every lesson for learners to:



Your CLIL lesson could include:

lesson

Contend learning 
Language-

learning 
vocabulary 

Language 
learning structures:



English is not a phonetic language which makes learning English as a second 

language challenging. It is not easy to know how to pronounce words when we 

look at them written down. Learners are more likely to recognise a word when 

they hear it, rather than when they read it. Similarly, it is often difficult for 

learners to spell science words accurately when writing in English. This is why it is 

helpful for learners to use all four skills at the lessons.



At the start of your lesson, think of the key word or words that are important for today’s 

lesson, for example: “body.”

• Write the word, or words, on the board = see it

• Say the word (in context) “today we are going to talk about body.” = hear it

• Ask learners to write down what they are learning about (even if they copy from the 

board) = write it

• Ask learners to tell you what they are going to learn about in class today = say it



CLIL in pandemic time 

 Online CLIL teaching is different and 

probably harder if you have little time 

to prepare;

 Motivating students to speak during 

an online class is harder;

 Sure, you can find many resources 

online, even for free;

• Ask open ended questions instead of 

multiple choice ones

• Ask students to share ideas on a certain 

topic

• Ask students to explain their answers and 

ideas (in a chat or by speaking)

• Ask students to summarize the 

explanation in their own words



Online tips for CLIL







Quizlet for CLIL Lesson 













Benefits of using this method 

 Development of intercultural communication 

skills.

 It provides opportunities to study content through 

different perspectives.

 Increase of learners’ motivation and confidence.

 Cooperation among teachers.

 Development of thinking skills.

 Students are in contact with the target language.


